
STORY AT-A-GLANCE

We’re living in an unprecedented time when strange happenings continue to occur in

quick succession. In March 2021, a massive container ship became wedged across the

Suez Canal in Egypt — blocking “an artery of world trade,” triggering a rise in oil prices

and leading to fallout that affected shipping around the globe.

Now, war has disrupted supplies further, driving up fertilizer prices and, in turn, food

costs. Meanwhile, Bill Gates has been buying up U.S. farmland at a frenzied pace and

owns more farmland than any other private farmer in the country.  Leaders around the

world have warned that, due to the war in Ukraine — which is considered the world’s

bread basket — food shortages are coming.

Food Plants on Fire

Analysis by Dr. Joseph Mercola  Fact Checked  May 17, 2022

In 2019, there were only two reported �res at U.S. food processing plants

From January 2021 to April 21, 2022, at least 20 such �res were reported — a sizable

jump — and they seem to be accelerating in recent weeks



People are beginning to take notice of these seemingly random �res and accidents that

are occurring with increasing frequency at food processing plants across the U.S.



Meanwhile, leaders around the world have warned that, due to the war in Ukraine — which

is considered the world’s bread basket — food shortages are coming, while disruptions to

shipping and increased fertilizer prices are also driving up food costs



Could this all be coincidence, driving up food prices to record highs and causing food

shortages, or is something more sinister going on?



1

2

https://www.mercola.com/forms/background.htm
javascript:void(0)


On top of that, the Really Graceful video posted above points out, cases of bird �u have

been reported in the U.S., with millions of poultry killed off by farmers as a result. “All of

these incidents have driven up the price of items at your grocery store,”  the video notes,

but there’s yet another series of events that is somehow even stranger — a rash of �res

at U.S. food processing plants.

Could this all be coincidence, driving up food prices to record highs and causing food

shortages, or is something more sinister going on?

Fires and Accidents at Food Processing Plants: Coincidence?

In the whole of 2019, there were only two reported �res at U.S. food processing plants.

From January 2021 to April 21, 2022, at least 20 were reported — a sizable jump — and

they seem to be accelerating in recent weeks.  Here’s a timeline of some of the events:

August 9, 2019 — A �re destroyed part of the Tyson Foods beef plant in Holcomb,

Kansas.

January 12, 2021 — A �re destroyed the Deli Star meat plant in Fayetteville, Illinois.

In �ghting the blaze, �re�ghters used most of the water in the town’s water towers,

leading to a boil order for residents until the water could be replenished.

January 21, 2021 — The Washington Potato Company plant was declared a total loss

after a �re started in the plant’s dehydrator.

July 25, 2021 — A three-alarm �re occurred at a Kellogg plant in Memphis,

Tennessee, drawing 170 emergency personnel to the scene.

August 24, 2021 — Severe damage was reported following a �re at Patak Meat

Processing facility in Cobb County, Georgia,  leading to a temporary closure.

September 12, 2021 — A �ve-alarm �re broke out at JBS USA’s beef processing plant

in Grand Island, Nebraska.  The plant slaughters about 5% of U.S. cattle. "This year,
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processing capacity has already been squeezed by COVID disruptions and labor

availability and the industry can ill afford losing a big processing plant like this,"

Steiner Consulting told Reuters at the time.

November 29, 2021 — A �re broke out at Maid Rite Steak Company, a meat

processing plant in Scott, Pennsylvania.

December 12, 2021 — West Side food processing plant was left with smoke damage

estimated at over $100,000 due to a �re that broke out. No one was working at the

plant at the time of the �re.

January 2, 2022 — A �re at Van Drunen Farms Tuthill freeze-drying plant in

Momence, Illinois, suffered extensive damage from a �re, with a company o�cial

describing it as a “total loss.”

January 14, 2022 — An explosion and �re occurred at the Cargill-Nutrena feed mill in

Lecompte, Louisiana, burning for 12 hours.

February 3, 2022 — Fire swept through Wisconsin River Meats in Mauston,

Wisconsin, causing a near total loss.

February 17, 2022 — A �re broke out at the Louis Dreyfus Co. (LDC) in Claypool,

Indiana.  LDC is the largest soybean processing and biodiesel plant in the U.S.

February 22, 2022 — A boiler explosion triggered a �re at Shearer’s Foods near

Hermiston, Oregon. Company o�cials estimated it would take 15 to 18 months to

restart production.  The plant made snacks including potato chips, tortillas, whole

grain chips, cheese curls/puffs, popcorn, pork rinds, rice crisps, wafers, cookies, and

both sweet and savory biscuits.

March 13, 2022 — A Hot Pockets plant in Jonesboro, Arkansas, was shut down after

a �re started inside a production line cooler.
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March 16, 2022 — A massive �re at a Walmart ful�llment center in Plain�eld,

Indiana, caused the closure of the facility. In April, the company announced it would

not be reopening the facility, affecting the jobs of 1,132 employees.  The center

stored food, clothes and cardboard.

March 28, 2022 — A �re at Maricopa Food Pantry in Maricopa, Arizona, leading to the

destruction of more than 50,000 pounds of food.

March 31, 2022 — Rio Fresh, an onion warehouse facility in south Texas, was

damaged by a structure �re.

April 11, 2022 — A �re broke out at East Conway Beef & Pork in Conway, New

Hampshire, destroying the building and killing two cows.

April 13, 2022 — A plane crashed into the Gem State processing facility in Heyburn,

Idaho.  The plant made dehydrated potato �akes, �ours, dices, slices and shreds.

April 13, 2022 — A four-alarm �re occurred at Taylor Farms in Salinas, California,

drawing nearly 100 �re�ghters from 22 �re units. The facility, which makes bagged

salads and chopped fresh vegetable kits,  was in the process of restarting

operations after being closed for the winter.

April 18, 2022 — The headquarters of Azure Standard in Dufur, Oregon, was

destroyed in a �re. Azure Standard the largest independent distributor of organic and

health foods in the U.S.

April 30 2022 — A soybean processing tank caught �re at Perdue Farms in

Chesapeake, Virginia.

What’s Behind Rising Food Prices?

20

21

22

23

24

25 26

27

28

29

30



People are beginning to take notice of these seemingly random �res and accidents that

are occurring with increasing frequency at food processing plants across the U.S. As

noted by Really Graceful:

“We’ve got all these factors at play to cause food shortages and increased

prices. But are we witnessing total happenstance and coincidence or is it

intentional? Are they trying to take down our food supply? Are they trying to

sabotage our supply chain? And by ‘they,’ who do we mean? The enemy from

within or an enemy of a foreign variety?”

There are no concrete answers to these questions, unfortunately, but we’re witnessing

what appears to be the perfect storm for sky-high food prices and food scarcity. The

global food price index hit its highest recorded level in March 2022, rising 12.6% in a

single month.  On average, food prices were one-third higher than in March 2021. In the

U.S., food prices rose 9% in 2021, and are predicted to rise another 4.5% to 5% in the

next 12 months.

The Russia-Ukraine con�ict is certainly not helping. As mentioned, Ukraine is known as

“the bread basket” of Europe, responsible for producing and exporting 12% of all food

calories traded on the international market. Russia is also a major exporter of food and,

together with Ukraine, the two countries account for nearly 30% of global wheat exports,

nearly 20% of the world’s corn and more than 80% of the sun�ower oil.

Still, the Ukraine con�ict is not entirely to blame. Price in�ation was already ramping up

well before Russia went into Ukraine, thanks to the uncontrolled printing of �at

currencies that occurred in response to the COVID pandemic. Governments’ COVID

response have also wreaked havoc with global supply chains, causing disruptions that

continue to this day.

The climate has also been uncooperative, causing poor harvests around the world.

China, for example, has reported it expects the lowest harvest yields in history this year,

thanks to serious �ooding of its farmland in the fall of 2021.
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Are We Entering Phase 2 of The Great Reset Plan?

By now, you may have heard about the World Economic Forum’s (WEF) Great Reset and

their plan for you to “own nothing and be happy” as part of WEF’s 2030 agenda.  In the

�rst quarter of 2021, 15% of U.S. homes sold were purchased by corporate investors  —

not families looking to achieve their American dream.

While they’re competing with middle-class Americans for the homes, the average

American has virtually no chance of winning a home over an investment �rm, which may

pay 20% to 50% over asking price,  in cash, sometimes scooping up entire

neighborhoods at once so they can turn them into rentals.  It appears we’re quickly

entering an era where home ownership is becoming out of reach for many —

necessitating renting instead of owning, a �rst step to “owning nothing.”

World war, however, is Phase 2 of The Great Reset plan, which includes the destruction

of supply chains, the energy sector, food supply and workforce, to create dependency on

government, which in turn will be taken over by private interests and central banks

through the collapse of the global economy. An anonymous correspondent recently

wrote about this on WinterOak.org:

“Welcome to the second phase of the Great Reset: war. While the pandemic

acclimatized the world to lockdowns, normalized the acceptance of

experimental medications, precipitated the greatest transfer of wealth to

corporations by decimating SMEs [small and medium-sized businesses] and

adjusted the muscle memory of workforce operations in preparation for a

cybernetic future, an additional vector was required to accelerate the economic

collapse before nations can ‘Build Back Better.’”

The article presents “several ways in which the current con�ict between Russia and

Ukraine is the next catalyst for the World Economic Forum’s Great Reset agenda,

facilitated by an interconnected web of global stakeholders and a diffuse network of

public-private partnerships.”
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Disruption to supply chains �t right into this plan, while food shortages, driven by the

many factors discussed and, perhaps, orchestrated attacks on food plants, will

accelerate the acceptance of synthetic foods, such as lab-grown meat, which has also

been championed by Great Reset front men like Bill Gates.

Of course, it’s possible that Gates buying up farmland, The Great Reset’s push to build a

nation of renters, world leaders warning of food shortages, a war and, now, an

unexplained jump and apparent acceleration in �res at food plants could all be just

coincidence — or could it? What do you think?

Sources and References

 BBC News March 24, 2021

 Land Report, January 11, 2021
 Really Graceful, YouTube April 22, 2022

   Really Graceful, YouTube April 22, 2022, 8:00

 Tyson Foods August 12, 2019

 News-Journal January 12, 2012

 Kren January 21, 2021
 ABC Local Memphis July 25, 2021

 The Atlanta Journal-Constitution August 24, 2021

 Meat + Poultry September 13, 2021

 Reuters September 13, 2021

 WNEP November 29, 2021
 KSAT December 13, 2021

 Daily Journal January 4, 2022

 Powder & Bulk Solids January 14, 2022

 WKOW February 5, 2022

 The Poultry Site February 17, 2022
 KGW8 March 8, 2022

 Meat + Poultry March 22, 2022

 IndyStar April 25, 2022

 IndyStar March 17, 2022
 Arizona Republic March 30, 2022

 Vegetable Growers News April 1, 2022

 The Conway Daily Sun April 12, 2022

 Magic Valley April 13, 2022

 Oregon Potato Company

1

2

3

4, 31

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-56505413
https://landreport.com/2021/01/bill-gates-americas-top-farmland-owner/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UPi4EVWPR8s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UPi4EVWPR8s
https://www.tysonfoods.com/news/news-releases/2019/8/tyson-foods-rebuild-kansas-beef-plant-and-pay-workers-following-fire
https://www.news-journal.com/fire-destroys-deli-star-meat-plant-in-st-clair-county/article_ccd1ed4a-8feb-577c-8bee-dadb05f85cd0.html
https://www.krem.com/article/news/local/grant-county/washington-potato-warden-fire/293-e63947c0-eb87-4971-8d9e-5cab7fa3f198
https://www.localmemphis.com/article/news/3-alarm-fire-at-kellogg-plant/522-bbef6075-cb6b-4ff9-af59-70fe264749bd
https://www.ajc.com/news/fire-severely-damages-family-owned-cobb-meat-company/DWMOF7ITU5DP7KO3LUQXJIBHNI/
https://www.meatpoultry.com/articles/25494-five-alarm-fire-reported-at-jbs-nebraska-plant
https://www.reuters.com/business/jbs-plans-reopen-nebraska-beef-plant-damaged-fire-2021-09-13/
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/lackawanna-county/fire-erupts-at-meat-processing-facility-in-lackawanna-county/523-c08b77a3-8a64-4d4b-aed8-45de6e71352b
https://www.ksat.com/news/local/2021/12/13/west-side-food-processing-plant-left-with-smoke-damage-after-fire-safd-says/
https://www.daily-journal.com/news/local/van-drunen-site-total-loss-after-fire/article_341d2c60-6ccc-11ec-b3ae-9f702e956def.html
https://www.powderbulksolids.com/food-beverage/explosion-and-fire-reported-cargill-nutrena-feed-mill
https://www.wkow.com/townnews/work/wisconsin-river-meats-open-for-business-after-a-near-total-loss/article_271e30cc-86e9-11ec-ac5a-47a3a7ef5207.html
https://www.thepoultrysite.com/news/2022/02/largest-us-soy-processing-plant-hit-by-fire
https://www.kgw.com/article/news/local/eastern-oregon/shearers-lays-off-staff-hermiston-plant-fire/283-6e681c4f-2651-4477-a1c6-6b5d4fb8370f
https://www.meatpoultry.com/articles/26372-nestle-hot-pockets-plant-remains-shuttered-following-fire
https://www.indystar.com/story/news/2022/04/25/indiana-walmart-fulfillment-center-not-reopen-after-massive-fire/7446811001/
https://www.indystar.com/story/news/local/2022/03/16/fire-walmart-distribution-center-plainfield-indiana/7063963001/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona/2022/03/30/food-pantry-seeks-recovery-after-fire-destroys-over-50-000-pounds-food/7226896001/
https://vegetablegrowersnews.com/news/fire-damages-rio-fresh-onion-warehouse-facility/
https://www.conwaydailysun.com/news/local/fire-destroys-east-conway-butcher-shop/article_15a841e2-ba7a-11ec-8ea1-670070a1129b.html
https://magicvalley.com/news/local/update-plane-crashes-on-gem-state-processing-roof-killing-pilot/article_8bd3789d-d235-5513-a39f-7a7aeae5494b.html
https://www.oregonpotato.com/companies/gem-state-processing/


 Taylor Farms

 King City Rustler April 21, 2022

 The Goldendale Sentinel April 27, 2022
 Powder & Bulk Solids May 2, 2022

   National Interest April 11, 2022

 Wired March 11, 2022

 Bloomberg March 22, 2022

 Forbes November 10, 2016
 Slate June 19, 2021

 YouTube June 10, 2021

 The Wall Street Journal April 4, 2021

 Winter Oak March 9, 2022

27

28

29

30

32, 33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

https://www.taylorfarms.com/
https://kingcityrustler.com/taylor-farms-plans-to-rebuild-salinas-facility-after-4-alarm-fire/
https://www.goldendalesentinel.com/news/fire-consumes-azure-headquarters/article_ec46b7f8-c65d-11ec-8a5d-7f0abb40bb48.html
https://www.powderbulksolids.com/industrial-fires-explosions/fire-reported-perdue-farms-facility
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/politics/fertilizer-shortage-driving-food-prices-new-heights-201747
https://www.wired.com/story/the-war-in-ukraine-is-threatening-the-breadbasket-of-europe/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-03-23/climate-change-threatens-china-s-crop-yield-food-security
https://www.forbes.com/sites/worldeconomicforum/2016/11/10/shopping-i-cant-really-remember-what-that-is-or-how-differently-well-live-in-2030/
https://slate.com/business/2021/06/blackrock-invitation-houses-investment-firms-real-estate.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e-wiCgAbBpY
https://www.wsj.com/articles/if-you-sell-a-house-these-days-the-buyer-might-be-a-pension-fund-11617544801
https://winteroak.org.uk/2022/03/09/the-great-reset-phase-2-war/

